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March 4, 2010
Dear Parents and Guardians,

Oh my goodness, it appears that we are conducting our first full week school in how long? It is wonderful to be
back to instruction, extracurricular activities, and sports ... anything but shoveling. Read on to see how many
reasons there are to celebrate children and teachers, alike.

The voting ends today, Thursday ... Mrs. Rachel Stauffer applied for an educational grant to use with
— the 5th grade science class. Grant recipients are selected through an online voting process.
/\\@ The micro-grant will be given to the five applicants with the most votes (right now at 2™
g /°) place). This grant will be used to purchase supplies for the 5th graders to conduct student-
2 ‘X created science projects generated by their "Wonderings", which are extension questions that
=g result from their Science Note-booking activities. To vote for Mrs. Stauffer’s micro-grant
application:
1. Go to http://www.weareteachers.com/web/natural-and-social-sciences/mg_vote
2. Type "Rachel Stauffer” and click Search Applicants
3. Click on "Vote for Me"
4. Enter your name and email address.
5. Click the "No" circle after entering your email address and before you click Submit, and you will not
receive emails from the We Are Teachers website.

H1N1 Vaccine - round two — on again. Upper Merion Area School District has
informed us that the second dose of the swine flu vaccine, for students 9 years of age and younger,
will be distributed this afternoon, Thursday March 4™, from 4 — 6 PM in the gym at Candlebrook
Elementary School. Consent forms will be available for completion, upon the arrival of the parents
and students. Candlebrook Elementary School Gym is located at 310 Prince Frederick Street, King of Prussia.

The Chess Club came in first place as a team in the K-12 division in Saturday’s tournament. The participants
included: Jerry & Justin Mangan, Alex Carandang, Ben Kilroy, Casey Krouse, AJ Tiglao, Nick
—  Gerardi, Michael Cristinzio, Eamon Campbell & Geeta Gunta. They were awarded an attractive
team trophy. There were a total of 89 participants from at least 10 schools. Congratulations to the
students and their dedicated coach, Mrs. Mary Mangan. Way to go, MDP Chess Team!

MDP School is grateful to Sgt. Chuck Zadroga of the Upper Merion Police Department for the Safety Kids
instruction provided to children in Kindergarten through 4" grades. He emphasized the “Check First” strategy
over teaching children about strangers. “Instead, teach them to judge the entire situation and make
smart choices. Children are not always able to accurately discern a safe person or a safe situation,
so they need to think and act carefully in order to remain safe. The concept of checking first is a
procedure that takes place naturally in many different ways. However, it is imperative that children
be instructed to specifically use this technique in their daily lives.” Thank you, Sgt. Zadroga, for
giving our children these safety skills.

4 'l\‘//” Summer camp planning made easy! “Sign Up For Camp” (http://www.signupforcamp.com) is a new
N (@jﬁ; website designed by parents to make it easier to plan children's summer camps. Parents can search
P or camps by age, location, dates, and activities. ere are over iladelphia Area camps for a
@J\\ f ps b location, dat d activities. Th 150 Philadelphia A ps for all
=" grades as well as overnight camps. Camps can be saved to a summer calendar and shared with friends.
Create a free account to be notified by email of early registration discounts and other timely information.



http://www.weareteachers.com/web/natural-and-social-sciences/mg_vote
http://www.signupforcamp.com/

LOOKING AHEAD

Friday 3/5 — Terra Nova In-View
Saturday 3/6 — Forensics Competition at Ancillae-Asumpta Academy
Monday 3/8 — Terra Nova Testing begins (through 3/12)

Wednesday 3/10 — Stations of the Cross at 2:00 PM in church

Friday 3/12 — Field Trip for Pre-Kindergarten classes to Storybook Theatre

Tuesday 3/16 — 2™ Trimester ends (Report Cards on 3/23)

Tuesday 3/16 — Reading Olympics

THE NEW DATE FOR THE TEACHER FOR THE DAY IS: (

Thursday, March 251:1’1, 2010. I asked for a date change because there were ns

conflicts with PLP professional development for several teachers. HASA graciously agreed. guueHEeHEESE'S
Thank you to all who supported the Auction, including those who entered bids for a Teacher for

the Day or King/Queen for the Day. Thanks for your participation in this important auction prize. This one day
raises a few thousand dollars all by itself. This will also be the new day for the Chuck E. Cheese visit to the school
AND the Chuck E. Cheese Family Fun Night.

Terra Nova testing takes place Friday March 5th through Friday March 12", We use the results of this
~ important testing to help parents follow their children’s progress and to guide instructional decisions.

J(_/;_(\‘; Please make children’s attendance at school a high priority. Students should get good rest, have a
//fggj hearty breakfast and arrive at school on time. Formerly, all subtests were given over three days,
/(:/gi\}/]\},\ which was stressful and tiring for students. Now the tests are spread out so that the normal rhythm

—— of the school day is preserved. Classes, homework and tests will continue as usual.

In-View testing is administered only in Grades 3 and above. It is not administered at levels K, 1 and 2. The In
View testing will be administered on Friday, March 5. All testing will be done at the beginning of the school
day with classes resuming normal schedule at the conclusion of the testing period.
Monday—all reading tests
Tuesday—all language related tests except Spelling L,\ilu\
Wednesday—all mathematics tests t\‘- ' )
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Thursday—Science —;fi:\
Friday—Social Studies and Spelling. =

Reqistration NewsEarly Childhood andst8th grades; Tuition Vouchers for refersal
9 Early Childhood: PreK-3, PreK-4 and Kindergarten re-registration materials are in

today’s communication envelope. Preference goes to currently enrolled MDP
Parish children who are advancing to the next grade, as long as your re-registration
is completed by Friday March 26™. After that time, the new applicants will be
enrolled and your child will be accepted on a first come - first served basis until the
classes are filled. We had a healthy turnout at the Early Childhood Open House and
many have applied for seats in our Kindergarten and Pre-K classes. It should be a

very good year for our Early Childhood program.

9 Grades 1% to 8" Re-registration for these grades will take place through April.
There is so much vitality about the school; it will be great to have all of our
students back to keep the momentum going. Please extend the invitation to other
families to consider MDP School for their children. You can earn a $500.00 tuition
voucher for each new family that brings a student to grades 1 — 8 in 2010 - 2011.
See the enclosed flyer for details. Share our good news!

8 Our cheerleaders performed in the Archbishop Ryan competition on sat 2-27 and came in 2™ place in Dance
and also won the trophy for the best Originality —which was voted on between all of the other squads there -
this is a huge accomplishment. Congratulations to the girls and their awesome coach, Mrs. Patricia Rieger.



This weekend our forensics team will compete at Ancillae-Assumpta Academy. Good luck to our team. They are
growing more accomplished by the week. We are looking forward to good news on Monday!

When there are forecasts of snow with significant accumulation, please tune in to KYW radio or TV stations 3, 6
& 10. Our school closing number is #340, and we follow the decision of Upper Merion Area School District
#307. UMASD provides transportation for the majority of our students. A school broadcast message will also be
sent for late arrival, early dismissal or school closing. When the school closes for weather or any gz
other emergency, CARES is also closed and parents must come promptly to pick up their children. J::
Thank you for your cooperation | ast Thursd we h

™y

We will be making up the instructional time missed due to weather emergencies. The following in-
service and school holidays will be rescinded to provide additional class time for students:

SNOW DAY MAKE-UP DATE OCCASION
Wednesday 2/10/2010 Friday 3/19/2010 Professional Development Day
Thursday 2/11/2010 Monday 4/5/2010 Easter Monday
Friday 2/12/2010 Friday 5/14/2010 Optional Holiday #2
Friday 2/26/2010 Friday 5/28/2010 Professional Development Day

Her e 1 s s o0 meKinfMeGiellam Mavkesing Director of Chick-fil-A in Audubon, PA writes:

N gz ‘ .,& Chick-fil-A in Audubon has chosen Mother of Divine Providence Catholic School in
A our monthly drawing to win a FREE Lunch for your entire school!

‘EN. W)R' (ﬂ i That is right! Every Student and Every Faculty Member may choose the menu item
I of their choice: A Chick-fil-A Sandwich or an 8 pack of Nuggets. Teachers & Staff
" T TN may even choose a Specialty Salad or Wrap.

e e 8 Wewill bring these items to you and also have our staff present to help hand them
ik fth out as the kids go thru the lunch line. Oh, and we can bring the COW too!

We will designate Monday April 5" as Chick-fil-A Day. Since we will be in class for Easter Monday, let’s make
the day a celebration! Thank you to Chick-fil-A in Audubon.

Check out our FREE COMPUTER COURSE FOR ADULTS. The first series
began on Monday 2/22, with a full class of enthusiastic learners. The class is
taught by MDP teachers & assisted by 24 student coaches. If you missed this
opportunity, just enroll in the next seven week series, beginning on April 19"
at 3:30 — 5:00 PM. Each participant gets a free flash drive! Refreshments are
served, too. Our students are eager to offer SERVICE TO THE PARISH AND
COMMUNITY. For more information, contact the school.

Thank you for the many ways our parents/guardians and teachers invest in our students For Lent let us “Fast
from thoughts that weaken ~ Feast on promises that inspire (William Arthur Ward).” And as Catholics, let us

remember that in Jesus we find the strength for our life’s journey.
Sincgrely, .
J//%uad Lorirn

Theresa A. Garvin,
Principal

405 ALLENDALE KRGMAOF PRUSSIA, PENNSYLVANIA A19406
PHONE: 610-265-2 32 3 A F-26%-18166AW&W.MDPSCHOOL.COM

A PARTNERSHIP WITH PARENTS IN THE EDUCATION PROCESS
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